Sermon Notes January 18" 2026

The Household of the Living God

Perseverance

“Guard the Deposit Entrusted to You”
2 Timothy 1:13-19

Guarding the deposit is the heading of this whole opening section of 2 Timothy. The reason for this
commission is that Paul is in prison and facing his execution because of the testimony of Christ.

Three particular expressions of charging Timothy to persevere in the gospel:
1. Fan into flame the gift of God -vs 6
e The spirit of power love and self-control (not fear) — vs 7
2. Do not be ashamed — vs 8
e Share in the suffering of the gospel by the power of God - vs 8b
3. Follow the pattern of sound words — vs 13
e By the Holy Spirit who dwells in you — vs 14

1. Follow the pattern of sound words (13)
Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus.

We follow the pattern; we don’t invent one
There is a submission to the gospel pattern that must mark the church.

“Pattern” is a word describing the example or prototype of something. (1 Timothy 1:16)

The gospel pattern is:
o Sound — Its healthy or balanced.
e  Words — I must simply say that the pattern is not a way of life.
o That are apostolic (Timothy heard this from Paul)

Our message is timeless because of its origin.

Sadly, the New World exploration brought with it some tendencies toward new world ideas about the
gospel.

The dangers of gospel ministry in Ephesus were obvious.
¢ Timothy could certainly quit the work.
e Timothy could become pragmatic.

Yes, it’s a pattern, its balanced, and its ancient but it’s not carried out in a detached, academic manner.

The prepositional phrase, “with faith and love in Christ Jesus” (v. 13b), outlines the “WHY™ Timothy is
to do this mission.



II. Depend on the power of the Holy Spirit (14)
" By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.

Vs 14 closes the entire calling section of chapter 1 by spelling out the “HOW?” guarding is to be done—
the agency of the Holy Spirit. He is said here to “live in us.”

Some things to notice.
e This is the continuation of the theme, initiated in vs 6-7, of the gift of power provided by God the
Spirit.

o Reference to the Spirit here in vs 14 makes a bracket like a thesis and a conclusion in a written paper.
Timothy must persevere but not by his own might.

e This provision first surfaced in v. 7 “God gave us powef”, then in v. 12 “He is able to guard”,
reappears here in vs 14 “by the Spirit of God.”

However, God’s promise to build His kingdom in both quality and quantity include human agency.

III. Living examples (15-18)

You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and
Hermogenes. '® May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and
was not ashamed of my chains, ' but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me earnestly and found
me— 8 may the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day!—and you well know all the
service he rendered at Ephesus.

... among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes
Whoever they were, they obviously disappointed Paul.

Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains
He refreshed Paul often and “was not ashamed of [his] chains” (v. 16).

Paul was a scholar, a preacher, and a missionary, but he was also relational.

Onesiphorus brought refreshing encouragement to Paul mainly by his presence. He was unashamed of
Paul’s chains, which again points us to the previous section

This passage leaves us with the question, Which example are you?
e Do you line up with Phygelus and Hermogenes?
e Are you loyal and encouragaing like Onesiphorus?

Weary and discouraged, people stumble in their faith. Christians must break through the crowd of
spectators with encouragement so we may all finish the race ... together.

Conclusion:
Takeaway truth:

Christ Jesus:

As a disciple of Christ, I should:




