Sermon Notes February 8%, 2026

The Household of the Living God
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“The Good Steward of Great Truth”
2 Timothy 2:14-19

The charge here is a for us to prioritize word work in the church and discipleship of our friends.

This is timely for us today. There are many irreverent debates, but they are so much less important than
the clear teaching of the word which people absolutely need.

I. As asteward of great truth, reject what is irreverent babble (14&16)
1 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no
good, but only ruins the hearers.

Charging the people “before God.”
Elders, charge the people before God not to quarrel over words.

What is this?
This is not a dispute about words relating to the Christian faith. The Ephesian culture was eager to
quibble about meaningless words. One major influence was the Greek Sophists.

Vs 16 explains what kind of words Paul has in mind.
162 jyreverent babble - The word picture is something that is laid down and expected to be stepped on.
It is the threshold or doormat at your house.

Why is it a danger to be avoided?
This unholy speech has a negative effect
e “which does no good, but only ruins the hearers

o FOR it will lead people into more and more ungodliness
o 7 [1t] will spread like gangrene.
It seems this is not just the tragic effects of one depraved person infecting other depraved people.

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building
up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

The problem of irreverent babble illustrated (vs 17-18)
Among the irreverent babblers are two men named Hymenaeus and Philetus, " who have swerved from
the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of some.

They had been in the church but swerved from the truth. Namely they were teaching that the resurrection
of the dead had already come and gone.



That teaching by some who called themselves Christians was “upsetting the faith of some” in the church.

As a church, we have the greatest truth of Christ Jesus in our charge. Before God Himself, we must not
debase our message to engage in irreverent babble because our fallen culture finds it “relevant.”

II. As a steward of great truth, rightly handle the word of truth (15&19)
5 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed,
rightly handling the word of truth.

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved
In contrast to the opponents’ myths and misconduct, Timothy is to teach the true gospel and behave in
according to its teachings.

In what way must we do our best?

Rightly handling means more than just right understanding. It must include obedience in line with the
gospel.

This leads to the complimenting pair in vs 19:

Y But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let
everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”

The word of God is NOT bound . . . yet, do we recognize the reign of the unchained word?
The foundation of gospel truth bears this sign:
1) The Lord knows who are His

This is a quote from Numbers 16:5

In John 10:14-15, Jesus said “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, ° just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father, and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

Paul has already addressed the topic of election in 1:9 and 2:10. It is God’s intimate knowledge in
election that assures Timothy that despite the success of the opponents the elect are God’s and THE
word is not bound.

2) Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity

Paul places here the doctrines of election and sanctification side by side. As Christians, we are elect
people of God for the praise of His glory.

Sanctification is His promised provision for the church. Consider 1 Timothy 3:14-16

Conclusion:
Takeaway truth:

Christ Jesus:

As a disciple of Christ, I should:




